
Project Narrative 

In 2018 Easton Town Center prepared for its approaching 20th anniversary. During this time, 
the marquee retail destination, managed by Steiner and Associates, planned a $500-million-
dollar expansion on the northeast corner of the development. The expansion would include 
offices, hotels, housing, entertainment, and retail. Ferguson Construction was awarded with the 
contract for construction of six shell buildings including the common spaces, landscaping 
package, and site utilities.  

 

 

Design 

During design development, Ferguson worked in unison with the owner and the design team 
through cost exercises and value engineering to achieve an early release of the construction 
package. This allowed for the project to move forward with foundation work and steel 
procurement while finishes and material selections were being finalized while still keeping the 
delivery date in line with the busy holiday shopping season.  

The Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) included an allowance for an additional $300,00 in 
value engineering efforts. This allowance was reconciled through an exhaustive material 
selection and re-design process. The scope of this effort was necessary to meet the owner's 
budget for the project. 

 

 



 

Utility Plans 

Site utility plans were not finalized before the start 
of the building construction. This required taking 
several impactful tasks out of sequence and extra 
coordination. Ferguson had to carefully plan and 
coordinate work around buildings that were out of 
the ground and in the process of receiving final 
finishes. 

 

Site Conditions 

Site condition for the project was a challenging aspect. During the build, Ferguson had to work 
within a tight construction space. Additionally, there were other active large construction 
projects adjacent to the project site managed by other firms. Ferguson had to consistently 
communicate with the other firms and owner representatives in order to coordinate crane lifts, 
large deliveries, street shutdowns, and utility outages. 

 

Project Schedule 

The Easton Central Block project schedule was a 
challenge to manage. Ferguson Construction had to 
complete the project within a 10-month time frame 
after breaking ground on the project. There were also 
substantial completion requirements including 
completing the project in advance of Easton’s popular 
holiday lighting event and ceremony in advance of 
Black Friday.   Additionally, Ferguson had tight 
schedules for the shell buildings in order to meet the 
owner’s contract requirements with the future tenants of the spaces. 

To meet the substantial requirements, Ferguson managed more than 50 subcontractors and 
Ferguson’s self-performing crews. On a daily basis, there were 30 to 120 workers on the job 
site. To ensure a quality and timely build, Ferguson had two full-time project supervisors on-site 
to help manage the project and the schedule.   

 

 



Unique Design and Details 

The unique design and finishes of the six buildings were inspired to be a reflection of a 
revitalized urban commercial district. The design team was also inspired to incorporate local 
architecture from Columbus’ Short North Arts District to appeal to everyone from young 
professionals to high end fashion connoisseurs. 

Building 24’s unique designs and finishes can be 
seen on the exterior of the building. One part 
of the building is home to a restaurant led by 
investor Oprah - True Food Kitchen and the 
other section is a shell space for a future 
tenant. The True Food portion of the building 
features exposed glulam wood beams that 
support the roof. The rest of the building is 
adorned in IPE siding and brick. 

 

Buildings 22 & 23 are comprised of two 
different buildings separated with an 
alleyway. Keeping with the revitalized urban 
theme, the street facing building looks like a 
house with a porch inspired by the 
architecture in the historic German Village 
neighborhood near downtown Columbus.  
The building façade is a combination of 
traditional siding and brickwork with an 
outdoor fireplace. The second building of 
Building 23 block is a chapel inspired with a 
cathedral roofline, tall windows, and a dark 
brick. 

Buildings 19 and 21 resemble an old factory 
building with dated, individually painted 
window panes. The unique design detail 
which connects the two buildings is an 
outdoor, second-story walkway that overlooks 
a courtyard below which features space for 
outdoor dining and the Urban Hearth, a large 
gas burning chimney. 

 



 

Ferguson Construction was awarded the contract for 
Building 20's tenant improvement and the 
construction of the project. The Chicago based 
company-Forbidden Root Brewery would occupy the 
building.  

 

The scope of the building would include a 14,500 SQ Foot 
restaurant and a production space for a brewery. The 
Chicago-based owners wanted the building to reflect 
their current Chicago location with similar urban and 
revitalized aesthetics. A team from Ferguson 
Construction traveled to Chicago to review the flagship 
location and source design inspiration. 

 

Forbidden Root Brewery is a two-story building with an exterior façade of brick and metal 
siding. The revitalized urban commercial design is seen throughout the building interior. The 
focal point of the restaurant is the main bar. Above the bar are exposed steel beams. The 
second floor features an open eating area exposing the first-floor space and a bar. A mixture of 
brick, cedar siding, and exposed metal beams complete the interior finishes in Forbidden Root.  
The exterior showcases a large metal tree sculpture on the West elevation with stained 
concrete tree roots.  

The brewery can be viewed both inside and outside of the restaurant. There is a dining area 
right off the main bar with a view of the brewery. Tall windows line the street side of the 
brewery showcasing the production and eating areas.   

 

 The Yard is the largest of the common spaces in the 
development. Separating the four main buildings, this 
common space features a stage for live performances and 
a grass area along with a movable pavilion.   

 

 

 


